Important Events concerning EU Migration Policies

I. Until 2000

1960-1970s : « guestworkers » from Southern Europe, later also Morocco, are invited to work in the low paid, hard jobs in factories in Northern and Western Europe

1973 Germany: “Anwerbestopp” = no more guestworkers invited
Netherlands: Decolonisation of Indonesia, Suriname and the Netherlands Antillies provokes a big refugee streem from these countries to the Netherlands

1979 Netherlands: creation of ‘Vluchtelingenwerk’, a national organisation working for and with refugees and asylumseekers.

1987 Netherlands: creation of asylumseekerscentres by the government to spread asylum seekers over more municipalities and to provide more or less decent facilities

1990s: Creation of the “Schengen-area” of free movement and beginning of restrictive policies concerning immigration and asylum, first readmission contracts with transit countries

since 1990 Germany: many racist attacks on foreigners and refugee homes

one consequence: antiracist groups start organizing  support and actions

1.7.1993 Germany: Change of the Constitution (GG) and new asylum laws
· definition of “safe third countries” of transit and origin, to which asylum seekers can be deported without real procedure, and introduction of short procedures for cases which are “obviously unfounded” (Art. 16a GG)

· introduction of a special procedure at the airport (Asylverfahrensgesetz § 18a)

· obligation to live in camps and not to leave the area (“Residenzpflicht”, § 56)

28.6.1996 France: Sans papiers occupy the church Saint-Bernard in Paris

= beginning of struggles of sans papiers in France and other countries for legalisation

5.8.1997 Germany: Asylbewerberleistungsgesetz = law concerning social benefits and medical care for asylum seekers and refugees, reducing the amount by 20% of what Germans get, giving priority to food packages or vouchers instead of money and limiting medical care to urgent cases of sickness and pain

1998: Austrian presidency of the EU presents a strategic paper concerning migration and asylum, and a high level group is charged to study possibilities of cooperation with countries of origin of refugees and migrants

October 1999: EU-Summit in Tampere agrees to the results of the high level working group and decides to put stricter border controls as a priority of their work

2000: Agreement of Cotonou with 70 ACP(African-Caribean-Pacific-countries) includes the readmission of their nationals and intends future negociations about the readmission of transit migrants, later arrested in Europe

11.12.2000: Eurodac decree adopted, 26.2.02 implementing regulation, january 2003 technically realized = data base to store and exchange finger prints of asylum seekers and other foreigners in the EU

II. 2001-2004

13.9.2002: UNHCR Lubbers puts the Convention of Geneva into question, proposing a “Convention Plus” and talking about the “external dimensions of European asylum policies”.

2003 Netherlands: Rita Verdonk, first “immigration and integration minister”, introduces a much harder immigration policy (quicker procedures, integration test…)

February 2003: A Paper of the British cabinet and Home Office is revealed, cynically called “A New Vision for Refugees”, proposing “Regional Protection Areas” near or even in countries producing refugees.

March 2003: British government proposes “Transit Processing Centers” outside the EU borders, in which refugees in transit as well as those deported back from EU countries would be interned to examine their asylum claims

April 2003: UNHCR proposes a “three prong model” for a more “effective” management of refugees, including closed refugee camps for the processsing of asylum cases, but inside the (extended) EU

20.6.2003: EU summit in Thessaloniki: Britain withdraws her proposal after protests of humanitarian organisations and the Swedish government and practical critics by the German minister of the interior, Schily; no decision about externalisation projects, but green light for pilot schemes and a 12 months study and a report about “practical proposals”

1.9.2003: Dublin II agreement is put into force, which means that asylum seekers are returned back to the EU country which they entered first.

July 2004: 37 Africans are saved from a boat between Libya and Lampedusa by the German ship “Cap Anamur”, which causes a big debate, refusal of entry and later imprisonment of the refugees and the crew, deportation of almost all refugees and accusation of the crew as “human trafickers”and as a reaction on these events:

19.7.07: Schily proposes “reception camps” for boat people in North Africa,

arguing: “This is more human than drowning”. In these camps asylum claims should be examined and recognized refugees transferred to a third country, “close to their country of origin with support of the EU”. After critics, he calls these camps “welcome centers” and there is a lot of confusion about these projects.

August 2004: Berlusconi visits Ghaddafi in Tripoli and talks about necessary “reception centers” in Libya, where refugees are already being deported to from Italy.

14.10.04: The EU Parliament says “No” to refugee camps outside the EU

26.10.2004: Creation of FRONTEX (European agency for border protection)

5.11.2004: EU Summit decides that common asylum rules for the EU shall be approved until 2010, whereby it should be examined, if there is a possibility to process asylum claims outside the territory of the EU (Programme of Den Haag)

III. 2005-2007
1.1.2005 Germany: New immigration law (“Zuwanderungsgesetz”) is put into force after long discussions, with the aim to limit immigration, changing many laws

4./5.7.2005: G5 Meeting of interior ministers in Evian (France) plans stricter border controls, police cooperation and common deportation flights.

Sept./Oct. 2005: Hundreds of migrants storm the fences of the Spanish enclaves Ceuta and Melilla, at least 15 are killed by Spanish and Moroccan border police, raids and deportations to the desert at the Algerian and Mauritanian border.

27.10.2005 Netherlands: fire in a detention center of ‘illegals’ at the airport of Schiphol, 11 detained people die, which provokes a debate on the treatment of “illegals” and the migration policy and the cabinet fails.

27.10.2005 France: Two boys from immigrant families die in Clichy-sur-Bois, runnig away from the police, which causes heavy riots in many French suburbs.

13.1.2006: EU ministers of interior meet in Vienna, declare to build up rapid intervention teams to send them to countries where many refugees enter, to continue with common deportation flights and to support North African countries not only in building camps, but also with programmes creating employment and education.

May 2006: European Social Forum in Athens with conferences and actions concerning migration and an appeal for a transnational day of action on the 7.10.

30.6./1.7.2006: Euro-African NGO Conference on “Migration, fundamental rights and freedom of movement”  and manifestation in Rabat/Morocco against the Euro-African Conference of Governments on “migration and development”

10./11.7.2006 Rabat: 1st Euro-African Conference of Governments on “migration and development”, giving some promises concerning legal migration, money transfer and “development aid” and obliging African countries to stricter border controls, police cooperation and to sign readmission contracts.

November 2006 Tripoli/Libya: 2nd Euro-African Conference on “migration and development” talks about the same projects.

23.12.2006: Raids against more than 450 subsaharan migrants and refugees begin in several cities in Morrocco, deportations to the (closed) Algerian border

2006: 31.000 migrants make it by boat to the Canary Islands, at least 7000 die. This was the highest number ever since, and It is also an argument for the EU to enforce the border controls etc. and they jubilate, that in 2007 the number is decreasing.

2007 Netherlands: Amnesty for about 26.000 asylum seekers who came before the new immigration law in 2001.

.

6.5.2007 France: Sarkozy wins the presidential elections, plans 25.000 deportations

January-June 2007: German presidency of the EU and G8 (summit in June) Conferences and actions took place against this, also concerning migration, with refugees and activists from many countries.




